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It is always a special day when a Club
welcomes a new member to the worldwide
fellowship of Rotary. But it was an even more
significant occasion on the 31% March when
Martin Fee was inducted to Mildmay as he
became the fourth person to join during
President Pat's Year — a record number of
recruits since the formative years of the Club.
Martin who recently retired from the Education
Children’s Social Care team at Essex County
Council lives with his wife Tessa at Great
Notley. He is an enthusiastic chorister so
perhaps he may decide to introduce a musical
note when he eventually gives his “My Job
Talk”.

We offer Martin a warm welcome and much
enjoyment and satisfaction as a Rotarian in

Martin is welcomed by President Pat whilst his .
proposer John Tilsley stands guard. Mildmay.

Farleigh Hospice - Latest Update...... (Meeting Report from Tony Bugden)

The Club received a presentation from Christine Hogan of Farleigh Hospice at the lunch meeting
on the 21° April. She began by showing a DVD mainly of interviews with a nhumber of patients
telling their story of the treatment received at Farleigh. It also gave us an idea of the
establishment although a number of members were fully aware of the internal arrangements, as
they had visited in the past.

The way the Hospice operates has changed considerably so that it can cope with the heavy
demand on its services. Some 90% of the work is done outside the Hospice in the patient’s
homes. There is a very close working arrangement with the MacMillan Nurses.

The Hospice receives 40% funding from the DHSS but still needs to raise the other 60%b. The
shops are of considerable help in raising money. Did you know that there is a system now by
which the Hospice can obtain gift on the value of the goods you donate?

The Hospice aims to treat the whole person and the whole family.

Future events are: The Walk for Life on 12™ May, walkers and marshals needed. The Race for
Business —marshals needed. Again The Cycle for Life — marshals needed. Support from the ladies
would be welcome for the early morning walk. A number of gardens in the area are open in
support of Farleigh so look out for Press and media notices giving further information and please
come along and give your support

Christine concluded with her thanks on behalf of Farleigh for all that Mildmay had done over the
years to assist this essential service.



Chelmsford Rotaract 2009 Charter Night

Pat and Philip Gaudin, John and Anthea Tilsley and Tony Bugden had a thoroughly enjoyable evening
at Rotaract's 32nd Charter Night on Friday 17" April in the Glades Restaurant at the Miami Hotel in
Chelmsford. Funds raised on the evening go to Rotaract's charity of the year -SWANS (Sometimes
We All Need Support) which supports adults with physical and/or sensory impairment.

........ from Alistair Simpson

Once again Mike Savill worked his
meteorological magic and conjured up a glorious
sunny day for our Nightingale Walk at the Essex
Wildlife Trust's Fingringhoe Wick Reserve on
22" April.  Twenty of us gathered at The
Whalebone in Fingringhoe village to enjoy a
quality lunch before assembling at the Reserve's
Visitor Centre to be met by Matt Cole, the
Warden, who was to guide our walk.

The Reserve sits on high ground falling to the
western bank of the Colne Estuary close to its
meeting with the Blackwater. It has magnificent
views across the miles of salt marsh that make
up the MoD’s Fingringhoe Ranges, themselves
a haven for wildlife, to Mersea Island in the
distance.

Matt was every inch the part, work and
weather-hardened in his work shorts and
mountaineering boots, and from the moment he
began his brief history of the site he
communicated his passion for the place and his
work. Although the Trust now has nearly
ninety reserves, Fingringhoe holds a special
place as the very first of them all. Originally
farmland, it was dug for gravel and by 1964
when workings ceased it was a lunar landscape
of sandy humps and hollows. The degree to
which nature has reclaimed it in just forty years

has to be seen to be believed - it was lush with
Springtime green. Hardly anything has been
artificially planted, but Matt explained that
constant work is needed from dedicated
volunteers to maintain a balance of open heath,
woodland, water-filled hollows and the dense
scrubs the Nightingales love.

An hour and a half's fascinating walk took us
out to a promontory looking down the Colne
Estuary, sparking in the sunshine, descending to
the water's edge at the old loading pier then
back up through a dry heathland area to the
lush wooded lower parts of the Reserve. Matt's
mine of information allowed us to enjoy our
experience all the more through understanding
what we were seeing. And yes, we did hear
Nightingales, quite a number of them, despite
the first ones having arrived only a few days
before, just in time for our visit - more of Mike's
maaic!

Matt Cole introducing Fingringhoe Reserve and the
Nightingale Walk

Footnote from the Hon.Sec....

17 Rotarians present - Essex Wildlife Trust set
up Reserve in 1959 and bought 120 acres for
£4000. Thanks due to Alistair for detailed
arrangements of visit.




Explo: Scouts
to pal

On 17™ March Emma Randall came to the Club to talk

about the planned trip by a team from the

Chelmsford Explorer Scouts to Nepal. During the visit

the team will help with a building project for local

young people. The preparation has meant acquiring

dietary acclimatisation and cultural information and the

visit will take place in July and August this year.

The Club voted to make a contribution of £100

towards the cost. Jackie Rose and President Pat with Emma Randall (second
from the left) and some members of her team.
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Report on District Council 8" April..........ccooouiieiiiiiiie e Tony Bugden

The main points of interest to the members were:

e The new recruitment strategy and the publicity and back up materials to go with it have a cost and
that adds the sum of £2.75 to the R.1.B.l. levy on members for the coming year. After much discussion
both for and against, it was the final statement by a new member, (he was very disappointed to hear
all the quibbling over £2.75 when we are discussing the future existence of Rotary) this comment
brought the discussion to a very swift end and a vote to support R.1.B.l. was the conclusion.

e District Standing Orders, had been criticized in the past for being inadequate. Over the past nine
months the Standing Orders Committee had redrafted Standing Orders to cover all the past comments
of criticism and to incorporate the changes introduce by R.1.B.l. that effect Clubs and Districts. There
had been one or two matters raised in correspondence with the Secretary and all the changes it had
been agreed to make. A vote was taken to accept the new District Standing Orders- it was positive.

Pat Gaudin is going to be the District Alumni Co-ordinator on the Foundation Committee
for 2009710 and also a member of the Purple Pinkie District Team for the 2010 Event.
.......... Congratulations to Pat on being voted into another important role at District and for being prepared to
serve yet again.

The following item is in the Rotary International END POLIO NOW May 2009 Newsletter

Fundraising roundup

Keeping up appearances - Graham Hart, of the
Rotary Club of Chelmsford Rivermead, Essex, England
dyed his hair and beard - as well as pinkies - purple to
help launch Purple Pinkie Week, 23 February - 1
March. Rotary clubs in District 1240 held fundraisers
at schools, supermarkets, and railway stations; painted
donors' pinkies; and conducted quiz nights, netting
US$28,600 for Rotary's challenge.

Good for District 1240 to get international recognition
also for RIBI coverage go to the following website:
http://www.ribi.org/news/articles/purple-pinkie-
week-raises-20-000




PROGRAMME

DATE SUBJECT/SPEAKER DUTY

May

5th AGM and BUSINESS MEETING Object of Rotary  Alan Willis
Grace Michael Vandome

12 Races Briefing — David Thompson Keith Webb

19t Send a Cow — Jean Brown Alan Willis

26th Yes/No Family Lunch John Wolfenden

June

2nd BUSINESS MEETING Object of Rotary  John Wolfenden
Grace Nanette Wright

gt TBA David Almond

16™ CLUB ASSEMBLY 6.30 for 7.00pm Mike Ardley

23" TBA Mike Ashton

30™ TBA Tony Barker

DIARY DATES

May

16th District Assembly................. Maltings Academy Witham

17" CHARITY RACES DAY ( all hands required)

30 Young Musicians Multi District Event — Chelmsford Cathedral

June

13" Strawberry Cream Tea (fundraising event) in Nanette Wright’'s garden

21 PRESIDENT’S LUNCH PARTY 12.30PM

- White Hart Pleshey ...,

21 to 24™ RI1 Convention Birmingham

July

5 District Handover

September

16" Rotary in Chelmsford Annual Golf Day

25t to 271" District Conference in the Cotswolds

October
3 District Conference Session and DCM

COPY DATE FOR JUNE EDITION ...........cc.ccccvvnen.. Friday 5 June








