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END POLIO NOW/PURPLE PINKIE 
The Editor is much indebted to Pat Gaudin for the continuous flow of information, photographs etc on this major 
initiative by the Rotary movement. The following are excerpts from Pat’s communications which will hopefully be 
a useful reminder to us of what the project is about and what has been achieved locally. At the local level it is an 
excellent example of the way the Chelmsford Rotary Clubs have worked together to achieve more than could 
have been done by going it alone,   
 

Pat to 1240 News……………..Purple Pinkie week: 20-27 February 2010:  End Polio Now / Thanks for Life 
 

Rotary Clubs in Chelmsford built on their collaborative work during Purple Pinkie Week 2009. to engage non 
Rotarians, especially young people, while raising awareness of End Polio Now/Thanks for Life.  When we took 
copies of the Usborne illustrated dictionaries into schools from September 2009 we used the opportunity to 
explain Rotary's pledge to eliminate polio and the Bill and Melinda Gates' Foundation's challenge for financial 
support.  The schools were asked to support this year's Purple Pinkie campaign by holding their own activities 
and supporting Rotary activities in Chelmsford.   A number of other things fell into place.  A stallholder at the 
May 2009 Chelmsford Mildmay Great Baddow Races (10 mile and 2 mile charity races) donated a soft toy bear 
saying “raffle that for a good cause”.  Then the idea was suggested that we could ask people to donate to paper 
chain links “a link for a life” – and perhaps get into the Guinness Book of Records for the longest paper chain.  
Both were ideas that could be fun, would engage people, would raise awareness and the bonus would be raising 
some funds for End Polio Now. 
 

Pat to Mildmay Business Meeting (March)………….Thanks to all who attended Race Night on 26 February, 
sponsored horses and races.  It was an excellent evening. 
 

Purple Pinkie Saturday on 27 February went well – we may not have raised huge amounts but we certainly have 
raised awareness. 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Again, a very big thank you to everyone who took part in High Chelmer, the High Street and Tesco, Springfield 
Road.  The paper chain proved popular with young and old alike, writing messages on links for the chain (still to 
be measured); No Name Bear discovered his name was Ursus and that he was going to live with Don Hilton; 
many of the High Street stall holders wore something purple and displayed our A6 flyers and End Polio Now 
balloons (including one stall holder who having had polio as a child was particularly supportive).  
 

BBC Essex held their fitness roadshow just across from us in High Chelmer – they were a bit loud (!) but did give 
us regular mentions and drew larger crowds than might otherwise have been expected.  Dave Monk also joined 
us to help count down to the final links of the paper chain – added by the Mayor and Mayoress of Chelmsford.  
 

Promotion wise – the Essex Chronicle trailed on 25 February “Rotarians’ purple reign in aid of polio charity” and 
both the Chronicle and Chelmsford Weekly News sent photographers on the day and (gave very good coverage). 
Hospital Radio interviewed Susan Carragher in the High Street; High Chelmer put up posters for a week in 

 



advance.  Thank you to photographer Ron Gregory and his assistant Richard Pilbrow – we will send photos not 
just to media outlets but also to the Mayor, to the Town Centre Manager, the High Chelmer website, the Purple 
Pinkie website and of course to Mildmay Matters. 
 

Everyone’s contributions are crucial to the whole but two stand out – Susan Carragher who was great at 
promoting No Name Bear and was prepared to have her hair purpled for the cause, and to Alistair Simpson who 
persevered to the end, catching eyes, taking more donations, giving away balloons and leaving our mark with 
three purple pinkie balloons on the High Chelmer ceiling! 
 

The two events have raised at least £2,000 – and still counting………. 
 

Call My Bluff: A successful fund raising event held on 15th March at Marconi Sports & Social Club, in aid of ‘Polio 
Plus’. Four of the Rotary Clubs provided teams to compete in an evening of “Call My Bluff”.  Although we once 
again reached the final, we were on this occasion beaten by Rivermead, who are now the Club with the biggest 
bluffers within their membership.  Thanks are due to team members John Wolfenden, Mike Savill and John 
Tilsley, to Tim Roper for his help in arranging the evening and for donating the raffle prizes, to Andrew Britter for 
the printing of posters and tickets and to those members of the Club who gave a donation or attended. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Messrs Savill and Gaudin at the Call My Bluff evening and on the right they’re ready for the off at the Race Night 
 

As can be seen from these excerpts, Pat has been very much on the ball and the whilst she has 
rightly thanked those from Mildmay who have played their part she too should receive a very big 
“thank you” for all her time, effort and skill. 
 

The photos in this article are mainly the work of our “Official Photographer” Ron Gregory and thanks go to him 
and the “amateurs” who have contributed.   Andrew Britter has provided a photographic insert to go with the 
Purple Pinkie events which show much more of this special project. 
 
WELCOME TO ROGER! 

It is unusual to say the least for a prospective new 
member to come to the Club virtually every week 
between his first visit as a guest until his induction but 
that is just what Roger Foreman did, but not only that, 
he also played his part in events such as Purple Pinkie 
during this time! 
 
Roger’s status as a member of Rotary and Mildmay 
was eventually confirmed on 9th March when he was 
inducted by President Richard Oscroft. 
 

Roger’s categorization is Past Service Chartered 
Accountant and he will become a member of the 
Charity Races Committee. 
 

We are delighted to welcome Roger to Mildmay and 
wish him well with the Rotary movement 
 

JACQUI ROSE Nanette Wright visited Jacqui in the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital, Stanmore last week 
and the Editor saw her on March 29th.  It is now six weeks since her dreadful accident but Jacqui is being very 
positive and making good progress.  She has recovered much of the use of her arms and is doing exercises to 
gradually get her fingers working again.  Jacqui claims that she is already an expert driver of her wheelchair 
especially through chicanes!  She anticipates being in the Spinal Unit for about another two months.
 



Wine Tasting Charity Event 
 
22 bottles of wine were consumed at the wine 
“tasting” event at the Tilsleys on Friday 19th March.  
36 people attended and all tried to identify 5 
different wines from tasting notes for 15 wines.  
 

The joint winners were Richard Oscroft paired with 
Margaret Edgell and Ken and Dorothy Buck. Both 
pairs managed to identify 3 wines. Pat Gaudin’s 
team were not only rude about the wines but failed 
to identify any of them!!! 
 

We had a sing song at the end with Martin Fee on 
the piano.  Geoff Chivas walked 2 miles to the event 
wearing a jacket and 2 miles home without it.  He 
claimed senility but we think differently! 

Those who remember the event enjoyed it.  £540 was raised to be shared between the Tanzanian 
Computer Project and the Inner Wheel appeal for Shiksha Niketan School.   
PS David Pond had a sore head the next day!                                                                   Anthea Tilsley 
                                                                                 
HAITI UPDATE 
 

It is now five weeks since Haiti was rocked by a catastrophic earthquake and there is still an urgent need for 
secure shelter which can stand up to the Haitian climate.   ShelterBox Response Team (SRT) member Jane 
Nash has just returned from Port au Prince. She says the importance of getting people into tents cannot be 
underestimated.   
 

'The rains are going to be really hard and it is going to take a long time to get transitional housing up and 
running. Our tents will withstand heavy rain. Would you want to be in a tarpaulin sheet in a torrential downpour 
when the ground will be soaked? The look on one woman's face when I gave her a tent was like it was the best 
thing she had ever had, ' said Jane. 
 

ShelterBox General Manager Lasse Petersen, who has also just returned from Port au Prince, added: 'At present 
the vast majority of people left homeless have yet to receive even plastic sheeting. These families need 
immediate emergency shelter rather than becoming caught up in policy debates.  
 

'A tent, as we've already seen, can be a life saving difference to many of the most vulnerable during what is 
likely to become a very lengthy wait for anything more permanent. It's vital we continue our efforts in Haiti; 
tents are the number one priority.'  
 

So far, more than 7,000 ShelterBoxes and disaster relief tents have been distributed in Haiti and another 1,200 
are due to arrive in Port au Prince, Haiti's capital, by Friday. The SRT in Port au Prince already has a planned 
distribution in place for these boxes. 
 

ShelterBox has committed another 5,000 tents to Haiti, which will provide shelter for another 50,000 people. 
These will start arriving at the end of February. ShelterBox tents undergo rigorous testing and will be able to 
stand up to the spring rains which will soon descend on Haiti. 
 

Long-term commitment.   On February, Tuesday 16, SRT members Mike Greenslade (AU) and Dave Ray (UK), 
who are in Port au Prince, worked closely with community leaders and the Red Falcon, US 82nd Airborne to 
distribute 180 ShelterBoxes.   Mike said: 'We could not have achieved a safe distribution without the 82nd 
Airbourne. The soldiers of Red Falcon ensured that boxes went to the most needy in the camp. 
 

'Conditions in the camp are amongst the worst I've seen with people living cheek by jowl, camping out on piles 
of rubble, surrounded by rubbish and rotting waste.  In this space people have to wash, cook, eat and sleep, 
many with no more than a bed sheet for overhead cover.  'This picture is replicated throughout Port au Prince 
and the outlying affected by the quake. There are not enough tents to go round and the consensus is that 
when the rains come we will have a second emergency on our hands.' 
 

P.S. An initiative of Rotarian Tom Henderson OBE, a former Royal Navy search and rescue diver, Shelter Box 
started in 2000 as a project of the Rotary Club of Helston-Lizard, Cornwall. Shelter Box, now the largest Rotary 
Club project in the world, has responded to disasters including the Indian Ocean Tsunami, Hurricane Katrina and 
Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar (Burma).  In 2010, Shelter Box will be celebrating its 10-year anniversary. In 
January Mildmay agreed pay for two boxes at £490 each and we have been informed that boxes we 
had already funded in the autumn of 2009 were transported to Haiti at the start of the emergency.       



PROGRAMME 
 

DATE SUBJECT/SPEAKER  DUTY 
 
April 2010 
 

6th NO MEETING 
 
13th BUSINESS MEETING   Alan Duchars 
  Object of Rotary Susan Garragher 
 
20th St George’s Day Lunch  Martin Fee 
 
27th TBA  Graham Fildes 
 
May 
 

4th AGM and Business Meeting   Roger Foreman 
                                                                                                      Object of Rotary Adam Copsey 
 
11th TBA   Hayward Frost 
 
18th Great Baddow Races – Orders! Pat Gaudin 
 
25th TBA                                                                                            Ron Gregory 
June 
 

1st  BUSINESS MEETING  David Harper 
  Object of Rotary Alan Duchars 
 
8th June TBA  David Hollingwoth  
 
15th CLUB ASSEMBLY – EVENING MEETING  Nellie Mhanagami 
 

DIARY DATES 
 

March 2010 
 

30th  District Council 
 
April 
 

15th – 18th RIBI  Conference Bournemouth 
 
29th Club Council 
 
May 
 

8th District Assembly 
 
23rd Great Baddow Races 
 
June 
 

13th PRESIDENT’S DINNER – Hylands House 
 
The Rotary Club in Wickford is planning to organise a charity bike ride around the Hanningfield Reservoir on May 
2nd, in aid of WaterAid and I would appreciate your help in advertising the event, if possible. If any of your 
members would like to join in that would be great.  I have provided some outline information below, and ideally 
if we could have a series of articles over the next few weeks to cover this off that would be great. Perhaps call 
Rtn Peter Yeo for more information. (01268 732178 day, 01268 767784 eve) In summary, the road 
which runs around the outside of the reservoir is just over 7 miles long, and so three times around will make 22 
miles. The start will be at the South Hanningfield end of Middle Mead, which is the road which borders the 
reservoir to the north. The cost is £10 for an adult, £4 for a child and £25 for a family of four.  
 

Copy for the April Issue to the Editor by the 16th April 






